
Lockpicking 101b:
Please grab a: 

1. Lock & Key 

2. Pick 

3. Torsion Wrench

If we run out, please find a partner with tools



Lockpicking 101b: 
(now with handcuffs) 
Jo Rock
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Legality & 
Ethics
The law 
varies by state. 

Let’s not get into ethical 
subjectivism, okay? 



–THE MICHIGAN PENAL CODE Act 328 of 1931

Burglar's tools; possession.Any person who shall knowingly 
have in his possession any nitroglycerine, or other explosive, 

thermite, engine, machine, tool or implement, device, chemical 
or substance, adapted and designed for cutting or burning 

through, forcing or breaking open any building, room, vault, 
safe or other depository, in order to steal therefrom any money 

or other property, knowing the same to be adapted and 
designed for the purpose aforesaid, with intent to use or employ 

the same for the purpose aforesaid, shall be guilty of a felony, 
punishable by imprisonment in the state prison not more than 

10 years.



How A Lock Works
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Tools: just the basics

Torsion Wrench

Pick



Two quick questions in 
preparation

Where are the pins, on top or bottom? 

Which way does the barrel turn? Hint: clockwise :)



Lets do this!
1. Insert the wrench 

and pick 
2. Set the pin by 

turning the lock 
slightly 

3. Maintain pressure 
4. Rake the pins with 

your pick
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Hey, I picked the padlock, 
now what?

Come Grab a Handcuff, key, and paperclip from the 
front



Handcuffs Parts

Key Image Here



Handcuffs have 2 locks
The blue bar is pushed 
to the left to prevent the 
red bar from moving 
down to “double lock” 
the cuffs. 

The red bar (usually two 
pieces stacked) 
prevents the cuff from  
moving



Prepare your 
Paperclip
1. bend the paperclip 

open 
2. Insert in the keyhole 
3. Bend the end of the 

paperclip using the 
hole for leverage

what we have: 

what the cops have: 



Lets do this!
1. Insert paperclip in the 

keyhole 
2. Rotate the paperclip 

counter-clockwise and 
push the blue bar to the 
right 

3. Rotate the paperclip 
clockwise and push the 
red bar downwards 

4. Pull the cuff open while 
the red bar is held out of 
the way
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Conclusion

Thank you everyone for coming and playing. If you have 
any feedback please let me know in person or via email. 

Please return the locks and tools to the bins on the way 
out so I can keep teaching this to others. 

Contact me at: mrjosephrock@gmail.com 

I’ll have a few locks and tools with me as I wander the 
convention if you want another shot at it.
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