
Feminism and 
comics



● Denise Woods
● Women’s History M.A.
● Currently work at GM OnStar
● Comic Fan

Who is this woman speaking at me?



Intro and focus
Feminism

a movement which seeks 
respect and equality for all 
genders, but particularly 
women both under law and 
culturally

Intersectionality

a concept often used in critical 
theories to describe the ways in 
which oppressive institutions are 
interconnected and cannot be 
examined separately from one 
another.





1.
Golden Age 

1938-1950s



Good Girl / Bad girl



Career Girls



Femme fatales



superheroines



Wonder woman



Comics Code



2.
Silver Age 

1956-1970s



Traditional roles



Sexism



Supporting roles



underground Comix



Social justice Issues



3.
Bronze Age 

1970-1985



More power!



Feminism backlash



Diversity



Objectification



4.
Modern Age 

1985-Present



Women in 
Refrigerators



Bad Girl art



Different body types



Diversity 2.0



Swapping 



Now and the Future



● Hawkeye Initiative 
http://thehawkeyeinitiative.com/

● Women in Refrigerators  
http://www.lby3.com/wir/

● My talk outline link: 
● https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/women-in-

comic-books/ 

Resources!

https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/women-in-comic-books/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/women-in-comic-books/


Any questions?

THANKS!




